
  

Dear Friends, 

 At the end of our Easter services, we gave out over 1,000 

little glass bottles. The bottles are about the size you find in a 

hotel bathroom for shampoo. The biggest difference is that ours 

are starting empty. We gave out the bottles with the hope that 

over the next five months, people will collect water from a place 

that has special meaning to them. The water is to be returned on 

or before September 17th, when we will collect the water for use 

as our “Holy Water” for the coming year. If you didn’t get a bottle, let us know and 

we will get one to you. 

 Why water? Water is central to sustaining us in life. It’s the number one thing 

scientists look for on other planets to determine the potential for life. I remember 

being so sick and dehydrated when I was in Florida about twenty years ago that I 

ended up in the emergency room. The first thing the doctor did was give me two bags 

of IV fluids. It didn’t get rid of the virus I was fighting, but it did give me a 

miraculous feeling like I was back among the living. More than two thirds of what 

makes up our bodies is water. That means that without water, we are literally a mere 

shadow of ourselves. With water flowing freely from our taps, it’s easy to forget that 

many in the world have most limited access to potable water.    

 Why water? Because most of us are thirsty. We don’t thirst for water. That’s 

easy for us to obtain. More often our souls are parched as we seek meaning in our 

lives. Jesus called himself “living water,” or water that will care for every thirst of the 

soul. Water is a visible reminder of our baptisms and that God offers to care for our 

thirst.   

 In northeastern Germany, up by the Baltic Sea, the church has long had an 

Easter tradition known as “Osterwasser” or Easter Water. Tradition has young 

German girls going down to the nearest stream in total silence in the dark before 

Easter dawn to collect water. The water collected symbolizes health, vitality, healing 

and the offer of life itself. 

 The water you collect and return to the church on September 17 (or before) 

will be used as our baptismal water for the coming year. That’s why we are asking 

you to bring in water from a special healing place for you. Even before Easter, I was 

given water from the Jordan River, the Sea of Galilee and from Antarctica. I was even 

able to get a bottle from Hudson Springs Park during our Easter Sunrise Service. The 

bottles are just two ounces, so you can take them with your carry-on luggage, if you 

chose to get water from your travels. Or maybe the most healing water comes from a 

place to which you are unable to travel. If that’s the case, consider sending the bottle 

to someone who can get the water for you. 

 Then come September 17, we will have pooled water that brings life to so 

many from with our church. And best yet, that will be the water that sustains so 

many from within our church for the year to come. 

Always, Peter 
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